
Friday 30 August
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by 
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 1 Peter 2.4-5

Christianity . . . bringing in the kingdom of God – is a 
spiritual task, in which we are all required to play a 
part. Once we realise this, we can accept- even though 
we cannot understand – the paradox that the world as 
we know it contains much that is evil; and yet that its 
Creator is the one supreme Source and Object of the 
love that will triumph in the end.” Evelyn Underhill

Saturday 31 August
For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 7To you then 
who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 
believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner’, and ‘A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do. 1 Peter 2.6-8

If you know someone who’s depressed, please resolve 
never to ask then why. Depression isn’t a 
straightforward response to a bad situation, depression 
just is, like the weather . . . It’s hard to be a friend to 
someone who’s depressed,  but it is one of the kindest, 
noblest and best things you will ever do. Stephen Fry

                                          �

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and 
suggested readings on St John’s website under 
‘Latest News’ 

Reproduced and printed from original material 
from St James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the 
community there for their generosity in sharing 
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Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from 
Sunday 18 to Saturday 31 August

Collect for Sunday 18 – Saturday 24 August
Gracious God, revive your Church in our day, and 
make her holy, strong and faithful, for your glory’s 
sake; in Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Collect for Sunday 25 – Saturday 31 August 
God of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples 
to be pertinent in prayer, give us patience and courage 
never to lose hope, but always to bring our prayers 
before you; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Daily Readings:

Sunday 18 August
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the 
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, who have been chosen and destined by God 
the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to 
Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood: May 
grace and peace be yours in abundance. 1 Peter 1.1-2

And let us live in such a way
That when we die
Our love will survive
And continue to grow. Michael Leunig

Monday 19 August
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 1 Peter 1.3-5

A Christian doesn’t think that God will love us because 
we’re good, but that God will make us good because 
he loves us. C.S. Lewis

Tuesday 20 August
In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you 
have had to suffer various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than 
gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be 



found to result in praise and glory and honour when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1.6-7

We are the wire, God is the current. Our only power is 
to let the current pass through us; of course, we have 
the power to interrupt it and say “No”. But nothing  
more. Carlo Carretto

Wednesday 21 August
Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 
joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1.8-9

God does not love you because you are loveable. You 
are loveable because God loves you. Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu

Thursday 22 August
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied of the grace that was to be yours made 
careful search and inquiry, inquiring about the person 
or time that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated, 
when it testified in advance to the sufferings destined 
for Christ and the subsequent glory. 1 Peter 1.10-11

A person kneels to contemplate a tree and to reflect 
upon the troubles and joys of life. The person imagines 
mornings and evenings in a great forest of prayers, 
swarming and teeming with life. The person is learning 
how to pray. Michael Leunig

Friday 23 August
It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in regard to the things that have 
now been announced to you through those who 
brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look!
1 Peter 1.12

A god who is fitted into our world scheme in order to 
make it serious and consistent is not God. Thomas 
Merton

Saturday 24 August 
Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline 
yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus 
Christ will bring you when he is revealed. Like 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires 
that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he who 
called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct; for it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.’ 1 Peter 1.13-16

There’s always time to do what God wants us to do, 
but we must put ourselves completely into each 
moment that he offers us. Michel Quoist

Sunday 25 August
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 
impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. You know that you 

were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or 
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of 
a lamb without defect or blemish. 1 Peter 1.17-19

Here is God: no monarch he,
throned in easy state to reign;
here is God, whose arms of love
aching, spent, the world sustain. W. H. Vanstone

Monday 26 August
He was destined before the foundation of the world, 
but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 
sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are set on God. 1 Peter 1.20-21

I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the 
community and as long as I live it is my privilege to do 
for it whatever I can. I want to be thoroughly used up 
when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live. Life 
is no "brief candle" to me. It is a sort of splendid torch 
which I have got hold of for a moment and I want to 
make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it 
on to future generations. George Bernard Shaw

Tuesday 27 August
Now that you have purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 
seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 1 
Peter 1.22-23

Those who keep speaking about the sun while walking 
under a cloudy sky are messengers of hope, the true 
saints of our day. Henri Nouwen

Wednesday 28 August
For ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the 
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord endures for ever.’ That word 
is the good news that was announced to you. 1 Peter 
1.24-25

Eat bread. Drink wine. Try to sing the song
of Christ. Live life. If you can dance, dance.
Everywhere grace awaits. Desire to love to love. 
Maura Eichner

Thursday 29 August
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, 
insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, 
long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is good. 1 Peter 2.1-3

Peace is not achieved by controlling nations, but by the 
mastering of our thoughts. John Harricharan 


