
revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the 
flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the 
oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God 
would have you do it—not for sordid gain but 
eagerly. 1 Peter 5.1-2

We are the children of many traditions - inheritors of 
both shared wisdom and tragic misunderstanding. In 
that which we share, may we see the common prayer 
of humanity; where we differ, let us wonder at human 
freedom; together let us know the uniqueness that is 
God. Jewish saying

Saturday 28 September
Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be 
examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd 
appears, you will win the crown of glory that never 
fades away. In the same way, you who are younger 
must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you 
must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings 
with one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.’ Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. 1 Peter 5.3-6

God within is the voice, in fact, that is calling us to 
seek more than we are of ourselves alone. The finding 
depends only on our commitment to seek. Joan 
Chittister

                                          �

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and 
suggested readings on St John’s website under 
‘Latest News’ 

Reproduced and printed from original material 
from St James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the 
community there for their generosity in sharing 
these resources with us.
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Holding on to the Silence
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Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from 
Sunday 15 to Saturday 28 September

Collect for Sunday 15 – Saturday 21 September
Creator God, you made the goodness of the land,  
the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons;  
as we bless you for all you have created, may we 
cherish and respect this planet and its peoples,  
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Collect for Sunday 22 – Saturday 28 September
Heavenly God, you long for the world’s salvation:  
stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess and revive 
in us new hope that all creation will one day be healed  
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Daily Readings:

Sunday 15 September
Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an account of the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 
your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. 1 Peter 3.15b-16

Triune light of the living God
You push through the darkness of our world
Sometimes gently, so gently you are hidden
Sometimes blazingly, inescapably. Joy Tobler 

Monday 16 September
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 1 
Peter 3.17-18a

Prayer doesn't wish the world away or make its 
problems disappear; it gives us the courage to live with 
them as they are, in the world as it is. Lionel Blue 



Tuesday 17 September
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation 
to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight people, were saved through water. 
1 Peter 3.18b-20

Why do I try to practice what I preach? If I stuck to 
preaching what I practise, I'd be less of a phony. 
Anthony de Mello 

Wednesday 18 September
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal 
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 1 Peter 3.21-22

Grace is the perennial infusion of springtime into the 
winter of bleakness. John O'Donohue

Thursday 19 September
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to 
live for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human 
desires but by the will of God. 1 Peter 4.1-2

God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our 
conscience, but shouts in our pain. C.S. Lewis 

Friday 20 September
You have already spent enough time in doing what the 
Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, 
drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless 
idolatry. They are surprised that you no longer join 
them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so they 
blaspheme. 1 Peter 4.3-4

I give amity to all and enmity to none. 
Know that violence is the real cause of all 
miseries in the world. 
Violence is the knot of bondage. 
Do not injure any living being. 
Jain saying

Saturday 21 September
But they will have to give an account to him who 
stands ready to judge the living and the dead. For this 
is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the 
dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh 
as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as 
God does. 1 Peter 4.5-6

The message of the Bible is that God hates religion. 
Karl Barth

Sunday 22 September
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and 
discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 
Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for 

love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. 1 Peter 4.7-8
The depth of someone's spiritual integrity is related to 
their willingness to step out and speak for another. Dr 
Rowan Williams

Monday 23 September
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking 
the very words of God; whoever serves must do so 
with the strength that God supplies, so that God may 
be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him 
belong the glory and the power for ever and ever. 
Amen. 1 Peter 4.10-11

Our faith must be born where it is abandoned by all 
tangible reality; it must be born of nothingness. Iwand

Tuesday 24 September
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is 
taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. 1 Peter 4.12-13

Perhaps we hunger most for what we have tried 
hardest to lose, a moral force at the centre of our 
existence, the idea of God. Shirley Williams

Wednesday 25 September
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit 
of God, is resting on you. But let none of you suffer as 
a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief-
maker. Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not 
consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you 
bear this name. For the time has come for judgement to 
begin with the household of God; if it begins with us, 
what will be the end for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? 1 Peter 4.14-17

Real faith leads us to deeper reflection and not – not 
ever – to the thing we as humans so very much want; 
easy certainty. Jim Wallis

Thursday 26 September
And ‘If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what 
will become of the ungodly and the sinners?’   
Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s 
will entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while 
continuing to do good. 1 Peter 4.18-19

If the teachings of the church help us to live, what does 
it matter if they are false? If the teachings of the 
church don’t help us to live, what does it matter if they 
are true? David Lodge

Friday 27 September
Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory to be


