
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. 2 Peter 3.8-9 
 

If you must look back, do so forgivingly. If you must 

look forwards, do so prayerfully. However, the wisest 

thing you can do is to be present in the present – 

gratefully. Maya Angelou 

Friday 25 October 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 

the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 

elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 

everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 2 Peter 

3.10 
 

The planet does not need more successful people. The 

planet desperately needs more peacemakers, healers, 

restorers, storytellers and lovers of all kinds. Dalia 

Lama 

 

Saturday 26 October 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, 

what sort of people ought you to be in leading lives of 

holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 

elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with 

his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 

where righteousness is at home. 2 Peter 3.11-13 
 

We suffer more in imagination than in reality. Seneca 

 

 

 

 

                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and 

suggested readings on St John’s website under 

‘Latest News’ 
 

Reproduced and printed from original material 

from St James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the 

community there for their generosity in sharing 

these resources with us. 

 

The Benefice of Glastonbury 

with Meare 

 

Holding on to the Silence 

2019 

 
Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from  

Sunday 13 to Saturday 26 October 

 
Collect for Sunday 13 – Saturday 19 October 

Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us 

from unbelief and banish our anxieties with the 

liberating love of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Collect for Sunday 20 – Saturday 26 October 

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to 

your truth and to trust in your love, that we may live 

each day with confidence in the salvation which is 

given through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

 

Daily Readings: 

 

Sunday 13 October 

For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, 

but cast them into hell and committed them to 

chains of deepest darkness to be kept until the 

judgement; and if he did not spare the ancient world, 

even though he saved Noah, a herald of righteousness, 

with seven others, when he brought a flood on a world 

of the ungodly; and if by turning the cities of Sodom 

and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to 

extinction and made them an example of what is 

coming to the ungodly; 2 Peter 2.4-6 
 

No matter what anybody tells you, words and ideas 

can change the world. From the film ‘Dead Poets Society’                                              

Monday 14 October 

and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man greatly 

distressed by the licentiousness of the lawless (for that 

righteous man, living among them day after day, was 

tormented in his righteous soul by their lawless deeds 

that he saw and heard), then the Lord knows how to 

rescue the godly from trial, and to keep the 

unrighteous under punishment until the day of 

judgement —especially those who indulge their flesh 

in depraved lust, and who despise authority. 2 Peter 

2.7-10a 
 

There is not one blade of grass, there is no colour in 

this world that is not intended to make us rejoice. John 

Calvin 



Tuesday 15 October 

Bold and wilful, they are not afraid to slander the 

glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in might 

and power, do not bring against them a slanderous 

judgement from the Lord. These people, however, are 

like irrational animals, mere creatures of instinct, born 

to be caught and killed. 2 Peter 2.10b-12a 

The quality of life is in proportion, always, to the 

capacity for delight. The capacity for delight is the gift 

of paying attention. The Artist Way  

Wednesday 16 October 

They slander what they do not understand, and when 

those creatures are destroyed, they also will be 

destroyed, suffering the penalty for doing wrong. 

They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They 

are blots and blemishes, revelling in their 

dissipation while they feast with you. 2 Peter 2.12b-13 
 

I get up, I walk, I fall down. Meanwhile I keep 

dancing. Rabbi Hillel 

Thursday 17 October 

They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They 

entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in 

greed. Accursed children! They have left the straight 

road and have gone astray, following the road of 

Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of doing 

wrong, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a 

speechless donkey spoke with a human voice and 

restrained the prophet’s madness. 2 Peter 2.14-16 
 

God hugs you. You are encircled by the arms of the 

mystery of God. Hildegarde of Bingen 

Friday 18 October 

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a 

storm; for them the deepest darkness has been 

reserved. For they speak bombastic nonsense, and 

with licentious desires of the flesh they entice people 

who have just escaped from those who live in error.  2 

Peter 2.17-18 
 

If you treat a person as she appears to be, you make 

her worse than she is. But if you treat a person as if she 

already were what she potentially could be, you make 

her what she should be. Goethe 

Saturday 19 October 

They promise them freedom, but they themselves are 

slaves of corruption; for people are slaves to whatever 

masters them. For if, after they have escaped the 

defilements of the world through the knowledge of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 

entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has 

become worse for them than the first. 2 Peter 2.19-20 
 

In this little thing I saw three properties. The first is 

that God made it; the second that God loveth it; the 

third, that God keepeth it. But what beheld I, verily, 

the maker, the keeper, the lover. Julian of Norwich 

Sunday 20 October 

For it would have been better for them never to have 

known the way of righteousness than, after knowing 

it, to turn back from the holy commandment that was 

passed on to them. It has happened to them according 

to the true proverb, ‘The dog turns back to its 

own vomit’, and, ‘The sow is washed only to wallow 

in the mud.’ 2 Peter 2.21-22 
 

I hope you feel things you have never felt before. I 

hope you meet people with a different point of view. I 

hope you live a life you’re proud of.  If you find that 

you’re not, I hope you have the strength to start all 

over again. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 

Monday 21 October 

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to 

you; in them I am trying to arouse your sincere 

intention by reminding you that you should remember 

the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets, and 

the commandment of the Lord and Saviour spoken 

through your apostles. 2 Peter 3.1-2 
 

Speak when you are angry and you will make the best 

speech you will ever regret. Ambrose Bierce 

Tuesday 22 October 

First of all you must understand this, that in the last 

days scoffers will come, scoffing and indulging their 

own lusts and saying, ‘Where is the promise of his 

coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of creation!’  

2 Peter 3.3-4 
 

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 

people will forget what you did, but people will never 

forget how you made them feel. Maya Angelou 

Wednesday 23 October 

They deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of 

God heavens existed long ago and an earth was 

formed out of water and by means of water, through 

which the world of that time was deluged with water 

and perished. But by the same word the present 

heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, being 

kept until the day of judgement and destruction of the 

godless. 2 Peter 3.5-7 
 

There’s a world of difference between truth and facts. 

Facts can obscure the truth. Maya Angelou 

Thursday 24 October 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the 

Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his 

promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with  


