
 

 

 

 

Saturday 23rd November 

Then I considered all that my hands had done and the 

toil I had spent in doing it, and again, all was vanity 

and a chasing after wind, and there was nothing to be 

gained under the sun. Ecclesiastes 2.11 
 

It is not an easy thing to be a singer, but it is a far more 

difficult thing to be a human being. Janet Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                           
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and 

suggested readings on St John’s website under ‘Latest 

News’ 

 

Reproduced and printed from original material from St 

James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the community 

there for their generosity in sharing these resources with 

us. 

 

The Benefice of Glastonbury 

with Meare 
 

Holding on to the Silence 
2019 

 
Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from  

Sunday 10th – Saturday 23rd November 

 
Collect for Sunday 10th - Saturday 16th November 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation; stir 

us from apathy, restrain us from excess, and revive in 

us new hope, that all creation will one day be healed in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect for Sunday 17th - Saturday 23rd November 

God our refuge and strength, bring us near the day 

when wars shall cease, and poverty and pain shall 

end, that Earth may know the peace of Heaven, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

Daily Readings: 
 

Sunday 10th November 

The words of the Teacher, the son of David, king in 

Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity 

of vanities! All is vanity. What do people gain from all 

the toil at which they toil under the sun? 

Ecclesiastes 1.1-3 
 

The value of life does not depend on the place we 

occupy. It depends on the way we occupy that place. 

St Therese of Lisieux  

                                                        

Monday 11th November 

A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the 

earth remains for ever. The sun rises and the sun goes 

down, and hurries to the place where it rises. The 

wind blows to the south, and goes round to the north; 

round and round goes the wind, and on its circuits the 

wind returns. Ecclesiastes 1.4-6 
 

The ultimate gift of conscious life is the sense of 

mystery that encompasses it. Lewis Mumford 

 

Tuesday 12th November 

All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the 

place where the streams flow, there they continue to 

flow. All things are wearisome, more than one can 

express; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, or the ear 

with hearing. Ecclesiastes 1.7-8 

Having faith does not mean being able to explain 

everything, or having an easier life, but finding 



stability and a starting point (..) Faith does not cause 

our inner contradictions to vanish, but the Holy Spirit 

disposes us to live a life of joy and love. 

Br Alois of Taize 

 

Wednesday 13th November 

What has been is what will be, and what has been 

done is what will be done; there is nothing new under 

the sun. Is there a thing of which it is said ,’See, this is 

new’? It has already been, in the ages before us. The 

people of long ago are not remembered, nor will there 

be any remembrance of people yet to come by those 

who come after them. Ecclesiastes 1.9-11 
 

Once you choose hope, anything is possible. 

Christopher Reeve 

 

Thursday 14th November 

I, the teacher, when king over Israel, applied my mind 

to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done 

under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has 

given to human beings to be busy with.   

Ecclesiastes 1.12-13 
 

The miracle is not to fly in the air, or to walk on the 

water, but to walk on the earth. Chinese proverb 

 

Friday 15th November 

I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and 

see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. What is 

crooked cannot be made straight, and what is lacking 

cannot be counted. Ecclesiastes 1.14-15,  

 Here are the three pillars upon which the Kingdom of 

God is raised – faith venturing beyond the unprovable, 

love forgiving the unpardonable, and hope remaining 

expectant against all odds. Colin Morris 

 

Saturday 16th November 

I said to myself, ‘I have acquired great wisdom, 

surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me; 

and my mind has had great experience of wisdom and 

knowledge. And I applied my mind to know wisdom 

and to know madness and folly. Ecclesiastes 1.16 
 

To live and work for the glory of God cannot remain 

an idea about which we think once in a while. It must 

become an interior, unceasing doxology.  

Henry Nouwen 

 

Sunday 17th November 

I perceived that this also is but chasing after a wind. 

For in much wisdom is much vexation, and those who 

increase knowledge increase sorrow. 

Ecclesiastes 1.17-18 

Suffering introduces you to yourself and reminds you 

that you are not the person you thought you were. 

Paul Tillich 

 

 

Monday 18th November 

I said to myself, ‘Come now, I will make a test of 

pleasure; enjoy yourself.’ But again, this also was 

vanity. I said of laughter, ‘ It is mad’ and of pleasure, 

‘What use is it?’ Ecclesiastes 2.1-2 
 

My business is not to remake myself, but to make the 

absolute best of what God has made. Robert Browning 

 

Tuesday 19th November 

I searched my mind how to cheer my body with wine 

– my mind still guiding me with wisdom – and how to 

lay hold on folly, until I might see what was good for 

mortals to do under heaven during the few days of 

their life. Ecclesiastes 2.3 
 

What is half an hour of agony against eternal bliss? 

CJ Sansom 

 

Wednesday 2oth November 

I made great works; I built houses and planted 

vineyards for myself; I made myself gardens and 

parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. I 

made myself pools from which to water the forest of 

growing trees.  Ecclesiastes 2.4-6 
 

All temptations are founded either in hope or fear. 

Thomas Fuller 

 

Thursday 21st November 

I bought male and female slaves and had slaves who 

were born in my house; I also had great possessions of 

herds and flocks more than any who had been before 

me in Jerusalem. I also gathered for myself silver and 

gold, and the treasure of kings and of the provinces; I 

got singers, both men and women, and delights of the 

flesh, and many concubines. Ecclesiastes 2.7-8 
 

Being myself includes taking risks with myself, taking 

risks on new behaviour, trying new ways of being 

myself, so that I can see who it is I want to be.  

Hugh Prather 

 

Friday 22nd November 

So I became great and surpassed all who were before 

me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me. 

Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them; I 

kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found 

pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all 

my toil. Ecclesiastes 2.9-10 
 

We must make choices that allow us to fulfil the 

deepest capacities of our real selves. Thomas Merton 

 


