
 

 

 

 

Lighthouses don’t go running all over the island 

looking for boats to save; they just stand there shining,  

Anne Lamott 

 

Saturday 21st December 

Do not give heed to everything that people say, or you 

may hear your servant cursing you; your heart knows 

that many times you have yourself cursed others. 

Ecclesiastes 7.19-22 
 

Only when we offer our minds to God do we receive 

the illumination of his wisdom.  

Bede Griffiths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and 

suggested readings on St John’s website under ‘Latest 

News’ 

 

Reproduced and printed from original material from St 

James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the community 

there for their generosity in sharing these resources with 

us. 

 

The Benefice of Glastonbury 

with Meare 
 

Holding on to the Silence 
2019 

 

 
Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from  

   Sunday 8th - Saturday 21st December                

  
Collect for Sunday 8th - Saturday 14th December 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that 

when your son Jesus Christ comes again to as judge 

and saviour, we may be ready to receive him who is 

our Lord and our God. Amen 

 

Collect for Sunday 15th - Saturday 21st December 

God, for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the 

Baptist to prepare the way for your son, give us 

courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice and to 

suffer for the cause of right with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

Daily Readings: 
 

Sunday 8th December 

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it 

lies heavy upon humankind: those to whom God gives 

wealth, possessions and honour, so that they lack 

nothing of all they desire, yet God does not enable 

them to enjoy these things, but a stranger enjoys them. 

This is vanity; it is a grievous ill. Ecclesiastes 6.1-2 
 

Darkness cannot put out Light. It can only make God 

brighter. Author unknown 

 

Monday 9th December 

A man may beget a hundred children, and live for 

many years; but however many are the days of his 

years, if he does not enjoy life’s good things or has no 

burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 

Ecclesiastes 6.3 
 

I have seen too many stars to let the darkness 

overwhelm me. Macrina Wehriederk 

 

Tuesday 10th December 

For it comes into vanity and goes into darkness, and in 

darkness its name is covered; moreover, it has not seen 

the sun or known anything; yet finds its rest rather 

than he. Even though he should live a thousand years 

twice over, yet enjoy no good – do not all go to one 

place? Ecclesiastes 6.4-6 



 

 

All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the 

light of a single candle. St Francis 

 

Wednesday 11th December 

All human toil is for the mouth, yet the appetite is not 

satisfied. For what advantage have the wise over 

fools? And what do the poor have who know how to 

conduct themselves before the living? Better is the 

sight of the eyes than the wandering of desire; this also 

is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

Ecclesiastes 6.7-9 
 

If a man is to live, he must be all alive, body, soul, 

mind, heart, spirit. Thomas Merton 

 

Thursday 12th December  

Whatever has come to be has already been named, and 

it is known what human beings are, and that they are 

not able to dispute with those who are stronger. The 

more words the more vanity, so how is one the better? 

For who knows what is good for mortals while they 

live the few days of their vain life, which they pass like 

a shadow? For who can tell them what will be under 

the sun? Ecclesiastes 6.10-12 
 

In darkness God’s truth shines most clear. 

Corrie ten Boom  

 

Friday 13th December 

A good name is better than precious ointment, and the 

day of death than the day of birth. It is better to go to 

the house of mourning than to go to the house of 

feasting; for this is the end of everyone, and the living 

will lay it to heart. Ecclesiastes 7.1-2 
 

Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud. 

Maya Angelou 

 

Saturday 14th December 

Sorrow is better than laughter, for by sadness of 

countenance the heart is made glad. The heart of the 

wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools 

is in the house of mirth. Ecclesiastes 7.3-4 
 

What in me is dark, illumine. John Milton 

 

Sunday 15th December 

It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear 

the song of fools. For like the crackling of thorns under 

a pot, so is the laughter of fools; this also is vanity. 

Surely oppression makes the wise foolish, and a bribe 

corrupts the heart Ecclesiastes 7.5-7 
 

I cannot cause light. The most I can do is put myself in 

the path of its beam. Annie Dillar 

 

 

 

 

Monday 16th December  

Better is the end of a thing than its beginning; the 

patient in spirit are better than the proud in spirit. Do 

not be quick to anger, for anger lodges in the bosom of 

fools. Do not say “Why were the former days better 

than these?” For it is not from wisdom that you ask 

this. Ecclesiastes 7.8-10 
 

You can stand in the sunlight……feel the warmth of 

the sun. Feels like the fingerprints of God on your soul  

 R.J. Ellory 

 

Tuesday 17th December 

Wisdom is as good as an inheritance, an advantage to 

those who see the sun. For the protection of wisdom is 

like the protection of money, and the advantage of 

knowledge is that wisdom gives life to the one who 

possesses it. Ecclesiastes 7.11-12 
 

Hope is like the sun, which, as we journey towards it, 

casts the shadow of our burden behind us. 

Samuel Smiles 

 

Wednesday 18th December  

Consider the work of God; who can make straight 

what he has made crooked? On the day of prosperity 

be joyful, and on the day of adversity consider; God 

has made the one as well as the other, so that mortals 

may not find anything that will come after them. 

Ecclesiastes 7.13-14 
 

In everyone’s life at some time the inner fire goes out. 

It is then burst into flame by an encounter with 

another human being. We should all be thankful for 

those who rekindle the inner spirit. 

Albert Schweitzer  

 

Thursday 19th December 

In my vain life I have seen everything; there are 

righteous people who perish in their righteousness, 

and there are wicked people who prolong their life  

in evildoing. Do not be too righteous, and do not act 

too wise; why should you destroy yourself? 

Ecclesiastes 7.15-16 
 

Thus I saw and understood, that our faith is our light 

in the night; light which is God, our everlasting day. 

Julian of Norwich 

 

Friday 20th December. 

Do not be too wicked, and do not be a fool; for why 

should you die before your time? It is good that you 

should take hold of the one without letting go of the 

other; for the one who fears God shall succeed with 

both. Ecclesiastes 7.17-18 

 

 


