
 

Thursday 30th January 

And he said, Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in 

his home town. But the truth is, there were many 

widows in Israel at the time of Elijah, when there was 

severe famine over all the land, yet Elijah was sent to 

none of them except to a widow in Sidon. There were 

many lepers in Israel, but none was cleansed but 

Naaman the Syrian. Luke 4.24-27 
 

I leapt headlong into the sea, and thereby have become 

better acquainted with the rocks and the quicksands 

than if I had stayed on the green shore and piped a 

silly pipe, and taken tea and comfortable advice. 

John Keats 

 

Friday 31st January 

When they heard this all the synagogue were filled 

with rage. They got up and drove him out of the town, 

and led him up the hill on which the town was built, 

so they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed 

through the midst of them and went on his way.  

Luke 4.28-30 
 

Prayer is not a rejection of the present. It is rather a 

realisation that the present is not enough  

Alessandro Pronzato 

 

Saturday 1st February 

 He went down to Capernaum, and was teaching them 

on the sabbath. They were astounded at his teaching, 

because he spoke with authority. In the synagogue 

was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, 

and he cried out, ‘ Let us alone! What have you to do 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But 

Jesus rebuked him saying, ‘ Be silent and come out of 

him!’ When the demon had thrown him down before 

them, he came out of him without doing him any 

harm. Luke 4.31-35 
 

Faith enables persons to be persons because it lets God 

be God. Carter Lindberg 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                           
 

 

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and suggested 

readings on St John’s website under ‘Latest News’ 
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Weekly Collects and Daily Readings 

  Sunday 19th January - Saturday 1st February               

  
Collect for Sunday 19th - Saturday 25th January 

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us 

with the whole creation to your glory, hidden through 

past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Collect for Sunday 26th January - Saturday 1st 

February 

God of all mercy, your son proclaimed good news to 

the poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the 

oppressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all 

your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Daily Readings: 
 

Sunday 19th January 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all 

were questioning whether he might be the Messiah, 

John answered all of them by saying, ‘ I baptise you 

with water, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire. Luke 3.15-16 
 

The wings of angels are often found on the most 

unlikely people. Eric Honeycut 

 

Monday 20th January 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 

good news to the people, but Herod the ruler, who 

had rebuked him  because of Herodias, his brother’s 

wife, and because of the evil things Herod had done, 

added to them by shutting John up in prison.          

Luke 3.18-20 
 

Remember for good all those that love us, and those 

who hate us and those who have desired us to pray for 

them. The Eastern Church 

 

Tuesday 21st January 

Now when all the people were baptised, and when  

Jesus was also baptised, and was praying, the heaven 

was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 



in form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 

‘You are my Son, the beloved; with you I am well 

pleased. Luke 3.21-22 
 

Christ is the morning star who when the darkness of 

this world is past brings to his saints the promise of 

the light of life and opens everlasting day. 

Venerable Bede 

 

Wednesday 22nd January 

Jesus was about 30 years old when he began his work. 

He was the son (it was thought) of Joseph, son of Heli, 

son of Matthat, son of Levi…, son of Nathan, son of 

David, son of Jesse…, son of Shem, son of Noah, son of 

Lamech, son of Methuselah, son of Enoch…, son of 

Seth, son of Adam, son of God. Luke 3.23-38 
 

… Christian truth is about every man, woman and 

child. Theology is about them, or it is not about God.  

Michael Ramsey 

 

Thursday 23rd January    

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, 

and was led by the spirit in the wilderness. He ate 

nothing at all during those days and when they were 

over, he was famished. The devil said to him,’If you 

are the son of God, command this stone to become a 

loaf of bread.’ Jesus answered him,It is written “,One 

does not live by bread alone.” Luke 4.1-4 
 

Before we can surrender ourselves we must become 

ourselves. No one can give up what they do not 

possess. Thomas Merton 

 

Friday 24th January 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an 

instant, all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil 

said to him, ’To you I will give their glory and all this 

authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it 

to anyone I please. If you will worship me it will all be 

yours.’ Jesus answered, ’It is written,” Worship the 

Lord your God, and serve only him.” Luke 4.5-8 
 

If you go after money and fame, God will walk out of 

the room. H Hanson 

 

Saturday 25th January 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem and placed him 

on a pinnacle of the temple, saying,’ If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is 

written,” He will command his angels to protect you” 

and “ On their hands they will bear you up, so that 

you will not dash your foot against a stone. Jesus 

answered him, ’It is said, “Do not put the Lord your 

God to the test” When the devil had finished every 

test, he departed from him until an opportune time.   

Luke 4.9-13 

 

 

Why is it that when we speak of temptation we always 

speak of it as something that inclines us to wrong? We 

have more temptations to do good than we do to 

become bad. Fulton J Sheen 

 

Sunday 26th January 

 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the spirit, 

returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 

through all the surrounding country. He began to 

teach in their synagogues and was praised by 

everyone. Luke 4.14-15 
 

The essential gift is aliveness – coming alive towards 

other people, coming alive to the glory and tragedy of 

this world. Bishop John V Taylor 

 

Monday 27th January 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath, 

as was his custom. He stood up to read and the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He found the 

place where it was written: ‘The spirit of the Lord is 

upon me because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 

to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 

the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favour. Luke 4.16-19 
 

God loves each of us as if there were only one of us. 

Saint Augustine 

 

Tuesday 28th January 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all the synagogue 

were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 

’Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.’ All spoke well of him and were amazed at 

the gracious words that came out of his mouth. 

Luke 4.20-22a 
 

He is the Way 

Follow him through the land of Unlikeness 

You will see rare beasts and have unique adventures. 

W H Auden 

 

Wednesday 29th January 

They said,’ Is this not Joseph’s son?’ He said to them, 

’Doubtless you will quote me this proverb, ‘Doctor, 

cure yourself!’ And you will say,’ Do here also in your 

home town the things that we have heard you did at 

Capernaum.’ Luke 4.22b-23  
 

To doubt is to live, to struggle, to struggle for life and 

to live by struggle…a faith which does not continue to 

doubt is a dead faith. Miguel de Unamuno 

 

 

 

 


