GOSPEL - John Ch.9
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered,
‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day;
night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am
in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had
said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to
him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. The neighbours and those who had seen him before
as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were
saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying,
‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how
were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and
received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said
to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?’ And they were divided. So they said again to the
blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ The Jews did
not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His
parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know
that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I
was blind, now I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do
to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them,
‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they
drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out,
and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me,
so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He
said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. Jesus
said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this
and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus
said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.
NEW TESTAMENT - Eph.5:8-14
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are
light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light
is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find
out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore
it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’
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COLLECT
God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human
family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

P L EA S E CO NT A CT U S:
Vicar & Area Dean:
Day off Monday
The Revd Preb David MacGeoch
Tel: (01458) 834281
Mob: 07712 862 692
Email: vicarabbeyparish@btinternet.com

Loving God,
We pray for all those who are suffering
because of the corona-virus, may they
know your healing power.
When we are afraid for ourselves and our
loved ones, give us your strength and
courage.
When we feel alone and isolated, reassure
us with a sense of your presence.
Give wisdom to those in authority and
may our community work together for the
good of all.
We give thanks for those who care for
others and ask you to bless them in all
they do.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, healer
and physician.
Amen

Pioneer Minister:
Day off Monday
The Revd. Diana Greenfield
Tel: (01458) 446838
Mob: 07921 858 094
Email: dmgreenfield@me.com
Trainee Youth Worker:
Naomi Peachey
Naomi.youthwork@hotmail.com

Day off Saturday
College Tuesday

BENEFICE OFFICE:
3, Church Lane,
GLASTONBURY,
Somerset, BA6 9JQ.

Please keep the following people & their
families in your prayers:
Amber
Liz Affleck-Edwards
Dorothy Badman
Fr. Robert Featherstone
Joan Green
Valerie Moreton
Brian Mountjoy
Jim Nagel
Rick Pudner
David Randall
Sylvia Ray
Jean Rooney
Rosemary Turnbull
Anne Walsh-Waring
Brian & Freda Williams
Eileen Woodward
RIP: Ann Avery

Tel: (01458) 830060
E-mail: abbeyparishes@gmail.com

If you are self-isolating, please let Sharon
know in the Benefice Office, and one of the
Clergy Team will be in touch with you.

OFFICE OPEN THIS WEEK:
MONDAY - FRIDAY:
9am - 2pm
[Closed for lunch between 12 - 12.30pm]

Please visit your church website to check
for updates:
St John's: stjohns-glastonbury.uk
St Ben’s: www.stbens.ukpc.net
St Mary's, Meare: is.gd/stmarymeare

This Sunday 22nd March,
Revd. Diana Greenfield will be trialling
something called “Zoom Church”.
If you are interested and want to join in with
this, please email Diana and write :
"yes please count me in” into the subject line.
Diana will then send you an invitation.
Click on the link and follow the instructions.
If your device ie tablet, smart phone or
computer is compatible with things like
Facebook, it should work!

