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Caring for Creation 
We will not hear the words in a lectionary reading until the end of 
October but the commandment “love thy neighbour as thyself” from 
Mark 12 is well known.  Loving you neighbour means caring for 
those things that affect us all and therefore tells us we must care for 
the environment.  As Pope Francis noted it is “our common home” 
and as such we need to take care of it.  In the first paragraph  
“Laudato Si” the Pope writes In the words of this beautiful canticle, 
Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a 
sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens 
her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our 
Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who 
produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs”  This year 
the lent course planned for Churches Together in Glastonbury is on 
Caring for creation.  This is a York course which can be purchased 
online but there is no need to do so as the material will be available 
during the sessions and participation 
does not require pre reading. Week 
one covers the Environment.  Week 
two tackles Global warming and 
Climate change.  Week three looks at 
the Age of Humans - the 
Anthropocene era. Week four is titled 
coming out of denial and facing 
crisis. The final week looks at Faith 
Hope and Love in the context of the 
precious weeks. Details of how to 
join the course are given on the right. 

Upcoming meetings to note (4th, 5th March) 

Issue 25   

Churches Together in Somerset will hold their 
Annual general meeting via zoom this year.  The 
meeting will be followed by a forum entitled “Voices 
- all are equal in God's sight”. The AGM will start at 
7pm on Thursday 4th March. 
Presentations: will be made by: PJ Jackson ‘The 
marginalised voice, David Maggs ‘The lost voice’, 
David De La Haye ‘The Unheard voice’ and will be 
followed by Breakout Room discussion 
Meeting ID: 840 5427 9366   Passcode: 153349 
Booking a place will help to plan numbers. 

The World day of prayer, formerly known as 
Women's world Day of Prayer falls on Friday 5th 
March this year.  Entitled “build on a firm 
foundation” the material has been prepared by the 
people of Vanuatu. 
Friday 5th March 11am, log on possible from 
10.30am. No password needed.  
Meeting ID: 330 723 4125 
Or phone 
01314601196,,3307234125# United Kingdom 
02030512874,,3307234125# United Kingdom 

Lent Course details 
This year the Lent course will be 
held online.  It will be held twice 
each week with the same material 
being used in both sessions so it is 
only necessary to join one although 
you will be welcome to attend both.   
Early afternoon session will be held 
at 13:00 (1pm) on Mondays from 
22nd February for five weeks.  
Evening session will be held at 
19:00 (7pm) on Wednesdays 
starting on 24th February for five 
weeks.  The course will be held on 
the zoom platform. 
Topic: Lent Course afternoon 
Meeting ID: 915 0391 5311 
Passcode: 725202 
Dial by your location 
0203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
0208 080 6591 United Kingdom 
Topic: Lent Course evenings 
Meeting ID: 984 1628 8883 
Passcode: 948180 
Dial by your location 
0208 080 6591 United Kingdom 
0208 080 6592 United Kingdom 



Ash Wednesday 

Remember that you are dust! 

A look at the lectionary - 1st, 2nd Sundays in Lent 

Forty days and nights 

 

The Lenten period of forty days is 
sung about in a hymn written by 
George Hunt Smyttan in the middle 
of the 19th century.  Forty days and 
forty nights you were fasting in the 
wild expresses exactly the time 
Jesus spent in the desert, a time 
when he was tempted but 
undefiled.  The hymn is commonly 
published with five verses but a 
verse often omitted can be used as 
verse two. It gives greater detail as 
it talks in various words about the 
heat of the day and the cold of 
night which would be experienced 
in the desert.  This extra verse also 
mentions the wild beasts that would 
be prowling and the stones that 
would serve as pillows.  The next 
verse asks about our Lenten 
journey.  Should we share Christ’s 
sorrow as we abstain from earthly 
joy?  Fasting and praying to 
making us strong to suffer with 
Him. This reflects the various 
Lenten journeys we follow, what 
have you chosen to do this year? 
The temptation in the desert is not 
forgotten with a verse that asks the 
one who conquered Satan to grant 
that we do not fail ourselves if we 
are pressed by temptation. In that 
way the next verse declares we 
shall have a holy victory with 
Angels that have served God 
faithfully around us.  The Hymn 
closes by asking that we stay by 
His side that we may appear with 
Him at the eternal Eastertide. 

The first Sunday in Lent has one of the shortest 
Gospel readings telling how Jesus goes into the desert 
for forty days which is appropriate as we enter a 
similar period of prayer reflections and self sacrifice.  
The Epistle reading comes from the first letter of Peter 
chapter 3 vs 18-22.  In the earlier part of his letter 
Peter gives instructions on how to live a good life. If 
we live as he suggests who will harm us for doing 
good?  But if we do suffer we should not be afraid as 
in doing right we are blessed.  If it is God’s will it is 
better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  
This leads into the lectionary reading where we are 
told Christ suffered for our sins to bring us to God.  
He was put to death in the body but brought alive in 
spirit.  The flood suffered by Noah from which only a 

few were saved is a precursor of Baptism which now 
saves us not by washing to remove dirt but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience. 
On the second Sunday of Lent the Gospel looks 
forward to the resurrection at Easter. Alternative 
readings from Mark cover the subject in different 
ways. At the end of chapter 8 Jesus predicts his death 
and says that after three days he will rise again.  He 
speaks plainly about it and says “get behind me Satan” 
when Peter tries to rebuke him.  He tells him that he 
has in mind the things of man not the things of God.  
This is immediately followed in chapter 9 by the 
transfiguration story when on the way down the 
mountain the disciple were  told not to say anything of 
what they had seen until after the resurrection. 

Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent when traditionally Christians begin 
their preparation for Easter by giving up things.  A period of fasting 
and abstinence mirrors the time Jesus spent in the desert praying.  The 
name Ash Wednesday comes from the practice, in some traditions, of 
spreading ashes on the forehead accompanied by the words “remember 
man that thou art dust and unto dust thou shalt return”.  It is a 
reminder of our mortality and also reflects an earlier period when 
penitents wore sackcloth and ashes.  The ashes used for marking 
foreheads are obtained by burning the palm leaves from the previous 
year’s Palm Sunday.   But this is about public observance and should 
be seen in the context of the Gospel reading set for Ash Wednesday.  In 
Matthew 6  we are told not to do things in public where we will get 
reward by being admired by others.  The reward we should seek  comes 
from the Father so we should give gifts in private seen only by God.  
Similarly with prayer, only hypocrites the passage says pray publicly 
where everyone can see them.  Pray we are told behind closed doors 
then the Father who sees all will reward you.  This does not mean we 
should avoid public worship as indeed the Gospel passage is set to be 
read at public services.  Rather it means we must not proclaim our 
prayer life to seek recognition on earth when our real reward will be in 
heaven.  This is the part of Mathews Gospel where Jesus teaches us to 
pray giving us the Lords Prayer but those verses are missed from the 
Ash Wednesday reading.  Instead the reading goes on in a similar vein, 
when we fast, as with giving and praying, we should not make a public 
spectacle of it to get our reward on earth. We should make ourselves 
presentable in public by 
washing our face so that 
our fast is know to God but 
not obvious to our fellow 
humans.  Whilst the set 
passage ends at this point it 
is well worth reading the 
rest of the chapter which 
reminds us of the wealth in 
creation and ends telling us 
not to worry about 
tomorrow. 


