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Going back home 
The feast of the Ascension falls this year on Thursday 13th May.  
Celebrated forty days after Easter it always falls on a Thursday 
although in some churches the story is told on a Sunday.  In the Acts 
of the Apostles Luke tells us that Jesus was taken up from their sight 
and then hidden by a cloud, a feature that has been portrayed by many 
artists over the centuries.  The end of Luke’s Gospel tells us that he 
was taken up into Heaven after he had led them to the vicinity of 
Bethany.  Bethany is a village on the mount of Olives and leads to the 
tradition that this is where the 
Ascension took place.  The belief in 
the ascension is built into the creed in 
which we proclaim our faith.  The 
creed can be traced to the early 
centuries with the first council of 
Nicaea in 325AD adopting an early  
version.  The second Ecumenical 
Council in 381AD added to this text to 
become a creed we would recognise 
today.   The Apostles creed, which has 
12 statements of faith matching the 12 
apostles, includes the ascension when  
in the sixth statement it says 
“ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father” 

Christian Aid  
lunch 12th May  
In previous years soup lunches for 
Christian aid have been held in 
peoples homes but with covid they 
did not take place last year.  In a 
cautious restart the URC are 
planning to hold a lunch on 12th 
May outside in the courtyard.  
They will serve home made soup, 
bacon and veggie sausage rolls, 
cakes (if you are lucky!).  Attend 
if you can and make a donation to 
the worthy cause.  With the 
change in weather after a sunny 
April you may also wish to pray 
for good weather on the day 
between 11.30am -1.30pm when 
the lunch is due to be served.  
Donations of food for the event 
such as cakes and batches of soup 
would be welcomed. Please 
contact Rev Rowena Francis if 
you can help. 

Stay alert - it is not over yet 
In the media the story is how the level of covid infection is on the way down.  Whilst this is correct it hides 
the variability in the local picture.  For about a week at the end of April Glastonbury stood out as an area with 
a greatly increased infection rate.  For ten days in 
mid April the area had shown as white meaning 
two or less infections but in the week following 
the 4th Sunday of Easter the numbers increased. 
The statistics show how the values at this time 
increased. This shows that the number never went 
to zero but stayed at two. Levels this low are not 
recorded to maintain privacy for those concerned 
but it does mean that there is a reservoir of virus 
in the area which could lead to further infections.  
At the time of writing levels are back to two or 
less but could rise at any time if care is not taken. 
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Thy Kingdom Come ‘21 

Light up the world 
When the church was formed the believers had to wait from the 
ascension of Jesus until the Holy Spirit came to them at Pentecost.  This 
was a time of prayer and we too can pray during this period which this 
year runs from 13th to 23rd May.  “Thy Kingdom Come” as well as a 
phrase in the Lord’s prayer is a global prayer movement focused on this 
period between Ascension and Pentecost. We are all asked to pray with 
the movement during this period.  Specifically we are asked to pray for 
three things:-  Deepen our own relationship with Jesus Christ. Pray for 
5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus. Pray for the empowerment 
of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness.  Since its start in 
May 2016 God has grown the Thy Kingdom Come movement from a 
dream of possibility into reality. Christians from 172 countries have 
taken part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so that friends and family, 
neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ. 
We are also invited to visit the Thy Kingdom Come website and record 
that we will pray and in doing so a light will be added to their global 
map of prayer.  To do this visit their web site at:- 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/lightuptheworld .  The website also 
gives many new resources to help people to pray in 2021.  They include 
a prayer journal and a novena to pray which can be downloaded to print 
at home.  Multiple 
versions of the prayer 
journal are given to 
suit individual 
requirements these 
include large print and 
booklet formats.  There 
is also a leaflet giving 
details of how to set up 
covid safe  prayer 
stations inside a church 
building or as a trail 
outside. 

Lord Jesus think on me 
The hymns we know come from 
various ages with some only 
written a few years ago.  In this 
issue we consider a hymn written 
in the 4th century by Synesius of 
Cyrene, Bishop of Ptolemais.  It 
was translated in the 19th century 
by Allen William Chatfield who 
is known to have translated about 
30 hymns.  The phrase “Lord 
Jesus, think on me” is repeated at 
the start of each verse followed by 
a specific request.  This can be 
seen as a request to add us to the 
list of people Jesus prays to the 
Father for in the passage of John’s 
Gospel used on the 7th Sunday of 
Easter.  In the first verse we ask 
him purge our sin and make us 
pure. This might be seen as a 
good start but surely we need to 
stay pure so in verse three we ask 
to be shown the heavenly way, 
through darkness and perplexity, 
so that we do not go astray.  Back 
at verse two we seek to remove 
our cares and woe so that we can 
taste the Lord’s rest.  We ask to 
be made loving servants which 
could be seen to contrast with 
Gospel reading for the 6th Sunday 
where Jesus no longer calls his 
followers servants.  The hymn 
ends asking that we get to see the 
eternal brightness and share the 
joy of the Lord. 

A look at the Lectionary - Easter 6 / 7 

The lectionary for the sixth Sunday of Easter gives us a 
reading from John's Gospel chapter 15 with many 
often quoted phrases.  This is the passage where we are 
told to love one another and that greater love has no 
one than this to lay down one’s life for ones friends.   
Jesus tells his followers that they are his friends not his 
servants, servants would not know the master’s 
business but He has made known everything he has 
learnt from the Father.  The reading from the Acts of 
the Apostles comes from chapter ten and concerns the 
calling of Cornelius.  Only a few verses are used with 
the Holy Spirit coming down on Gentiles which is a 
message for us.  The whole chapter is worth reading as 
it tells of how both Cornelius and Peter were 
approached by God before they met.  Cornelius was 
told to ask Peter to come and see him and Peter was 
told to go with the men who seek him.  It is whilst he is 

telling them about Jesus that the Holy Spirit descends 
on them, to the wonder of the Jews who are present.  
When the readings for the Ascension are not used the 
lectionary for the seventh Sunday gives us a reading 
from John chapter 17.  Jesus prays for his disciples.  
They were given to Him by God and whilst He was 
with them He kept them safe.  Jesus has given them the 
words that the Father gave Him to give them and they 
have accepted them.  They know that He came from 
and was sent by God. Now Jesus is not to remain in the 
world and He prays that the Father protects them.  The 
reading for this Sunday from Acts comes from later in 
Chapter 1 than the Ascension.  Following the loss of 
Judas from the group it was necessary to select a new 
Apostle.  Candidates are nominated and after praying 
the lot falls on Matthias who is chosen to join the 
twelve. 


