
Sunday 20th June 2021 ~ St John’s Patronal Festival  
[The Third Sunday After Trinity] 

 

New Testament Reading: Colossians 3: 12 - 17 
  

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
  
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 57 – 66, 80   
 
 The Birth of John the Baptist 
  

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
  
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to 
her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find 
out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name 
is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue 
freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all 
these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard 
them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of 
the Lord was with him. 
 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 
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